
Stowe House 
…the earliest tourist attraction in the country? Sports and leisure through the ages

When Lord Cobham surveyed his estate at Stowe, just outside
Buckingham, in 1713, he wanted it to be seen as a work of art as
befitting his Whig principles. By the 1720s, Stowe Gardens were
open to the public, for a shilling, and by the 1760s, you could also
go round Stowe Palace (but only if you were of the right type of
character!). Over 150 years, writers, politicians, royalty,
philosophers and artists came from around the country (and indeed,
from overseas) to marvel at the creative follies and temples, the
stunning vistas and the Arcadian landscapes. Guide books told
people what they were looking at and the hidden meaning behind
the follies.

A hundred years later, the 2nd Duke of Buckingham and Chandos
celebrated his eldest son’s coming of age by having a week long
party in front of the House, inviting all his tenants and townspeople.
Games were played, entertainment laid on and food endlessly
supplied. His unboundless generosity and keenness for
entertainment of every type led to the visit of Queen Victoria and
Prince Albert in 1845, sending the Duke closer towards bankruptcy.


