Willen Hospice Trail

The project itself

Willen Hospice contacted the Learning Co-ordinator for MKHA with the idea of putting
together a Heritage trail for the carers to use. Carers Day was the 14th June 2010 and
the Hospice wanted a walk to be set up so that the carers could go out and find out
about the area around Willen. It was then decided that a leaflet could be put together
with all the information on so that people could go from the Hospice for a 30-45 minute
walk, in their own time at any time.

The local school (Willen Primary School) was contacted and 11 children aged 10 and 11
volunteered to take part in the project. The children first had to decide where they
wanted the walk to go and which landmarks they wanted to talk about. This was quite
tricky because they had to take into account the fact that some people may be in
wheelchairs.

Eventually 8 places of interest were decided on including the Hospice and Willen Village
itself. The children then researched their chosen landmark in pairs and decided what to
say and who was going to say it.

On a very blustery June day, the children led a small group on the walk and gave out
their information. The adults who listened were very impressed and felt that they had
learnt things that they didn’t know about the area.

This leaflet is the work produced by the children at Willen Primary School for the walk.
There is more information about each of the stopping points on the Willen Heritage
Walk website website www.willenheritagewalk.moonfruit.com.
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Willen Hospice

Willen Hospice opened its doors to its first patient on 1st January 1981 having already
run a Home Care Service since 1979. The dream of a Hospice for Milton Keynes had
started in 1974 and became a reality when Manor Farm, next to Willen Church came on
the market. The farmhouse became the middle part of the Hospice. It was then
extended on the ends to make more space for more people.

Manor Farm had been bought by Harry Whiting in 1881. Harry Whiting, who was
married to Mary and had 11 children came from a large farming family and had a dairy
business in London. He farmed the 385 acres of land alone with 13 farm labourers.

The last farmer at Manor Farm was Henry Rees who came to Willen in 1929 as a tenant
farmer. He bought the land in 1948 and it was sold to Milton Keynes Development
Corporation in 1967. (Kai)
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