‘Why is the Shopping Building paved in travertine? That's a reference to Italy and the traditional arcades of central Europe.’
(Stuart Mosscrop, Chief CMK Architect 1973-8)

The huge travertine quarry in ltaly was visited by CMK Team members in October 1975 in their search for high quality materials for the Shopping Building.
Travertine has also been used in front of Rome railway station as well as London Transport HQ in Broadway.
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...told by the people who shaped the initial ideas of Central Milton Keynes




